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Communicable diseases - EU’s role

No provision in the Treaty for harmonizing the 
Member States’ public health legislation except 
in some specific areas like blood, organs.

Public health lies mainly with the MS



Communicable diseases - EU’s role
However since 1999

Legislation & initiatives introduced with 
respect to EU’s response to communicable 
diseases



Communicable diseases - EU’s role
However since 1999

Development of an EU expertise in the field of 
communicable diseases

Public Health Programme

• To improve citizens' health security; 

• To promote health, including the 
reduction of health inequalities, 

• To generate and disseminate health  
information and knowledge. 



Viral Hepatitis - EU’s role
EU Surveillance

Epidemiological 
surveillance at EU 

level:

Viral hepatitis

Hepatitis A

Hepatitis B

Hepatitis C



Viral Hepatitis - EU’s role

EU Case Definition Objective:

• Facilitate MS to report at 
EU level standardised and 
comparable data



Viral Hepatitis - EU’s role

EU funded projects

1. 2005 Expanding network for coordinated and comprehensive actions on AIDS, 
(ENCAP), AIDS Prevention centre, Ministry of Health (LV), EC co funding 1.055.346,00 €, 
http://www.aidsnetwork.eu/en/

2. 2006  European Network for Highly Infectious Diseases (EuroNHID), 
coordinated by Istituto Nazionale per le Malattie Infettive (INMI, IT), EC co funding 
362.098,47€, www.eunid.com

3. 2007 Response to Emerging infectious disease: Assessment and 
development of Core capacities and Tools, (REACT), lead by RKI - GTZ(DE), 
EC co-funding 800.000,00€, http://www.rki.de/react

4. 2007 AIDS & MOBILITY, AIDS & Mobility Europe 2007 – 2010, by Ethno-
Medizinisches Centrum, (DE), http://ethno-medizinisches-zentrum.de/http, EC 
funding 499.766,31€

http://www.rki.de/react


Viral Hepatitis - EU’s role

EU funded projects

5. 2008 Scaling up harm reduction to prevent transmission of infectious 
disease, WHO direct grant agreement, EC funding 299.109,00€.

6. 2008 European Network Social Inclusion and Health (Correlation), 
Stichting De Regenboog AMOC (NL), www.correlation-net.org/, with EC co-
funding of 900.000,00€.

7. 2008 HBV-HCV-HIV: Three different and serious threats for European 
young people (H-CUBE), University of Sassary(IT), EC funding 580.000,00€.



Viral Hepatitis - EU’s role

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/index.html



Viral Hepatitis - EU’s role
EU contribution is a limited one because of legal 

competence, and limited resources

In 2007 : 

• Hepatitis B – 6 481 confirmed cases reported by EU/EFTA 
countries

• Hepatitis C – 26 840 confirmed cases reported by EU/EFTA 
countries

However

• Differences btwn surveillance systems (reporting 
practices, data collection methods, etc.)

• Undiagnosed cases

• Differences in case definitions used

• Incomplete reporting…



Viral hepatitis - EU’s initiatives

To address this, request from the Commission to ECDC

EU wide survey on surveillance and prevention of hepatitis B 
and C

Strengthening surveillance of hepatitis B and C in EU

Literature review on efficacy of hepatitis B and C screening

Cost -effectiveness analysis of screening practices for hepatitis 
B/C 

Prevention of transmission of HIV and hepatitis in IDU



To ensure that viral hepatitis remains a priority

To support EU and MS initiatives against hepatitis

- cost-effective &

- adapted to the local epidemiological situation

63 WHA



Health Portal EU

http://health.europa.eu

SANCO Web Site

http://ec.europa.eu/health/

EAHC Website

http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/

EMCDDA website

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/

ECDC website

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/html.cfm/indexEN.html

