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DEFINITIONS  



Control, Elimination, Eradication of HBV/HCV 

ÁTo control HCV/HBV: To decrease incidence of new 
infections, cirrhosis and HCC 

 

ÁTo eliminate HCV/HBV: Zero or near zero incidence of new 
infections with major reduction in the incidence of cirrhosis, 
HCC and deaths in a specific area 

 

ÁTo eradicate HCV/HBV: Zero or near zero incidence of new 
infections with major reduction in the incidence of cirrhosis, 
HCC and deaths at global level 



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE 



Cumulated incidence of chronic HBV infection, 2015 (prevalence of HBsAg in children under 
5 years) after the use of the vaccine by WHO region: about 1.3% of under-5 children have 

developed chronic HBV infection 
 



Prevalence of HBV infection (HBsAg) in the general population by WHO region, 
2015: the WHO African and Western Pacific regions have the highest prevalence 

and the largest number of persons living with HBV 



Incidence of HCV infection in the general population, by WHO 
region, 2015: 1.75 million new infections in 2015 



Prevalence of HCV infection (HCV RNA positive) in the general 
population, by WHO region, with uncertainty intervals, 2015: 

 71 million living with HCV worldwide 



The results of the global prevalence study were published in Lancet 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology  

- The Polaris Observatory HCV Collaborators, Blach S, Zeuzem S, et al. Global prevalence and genotype distribution of 

hepatitis C virus infection in 2015: a modelling study. The Lancet Gastroenterology & Hepatology 2016; Under Review. 
 

¢ƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǾƛǊŜƳƛŎ I/± ǿŀǎ мϊл҈ όфр҈ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ лϊуςмϊмύ ƛƴ нлмрΣ 
ƻǊ тмϊм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ όснϊрςтфϊпύ ǾƛǊŜƳƛŎ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 



Genotype distribution by GBD region 

The Polaris Observatory HCV Collaborators, The Lancet 2017 



Deaths from viral hepatitis, by virus and types of sequelae, 2015:  most 
viral hepatitis deaths are due to the late complications  

of HBV and HCV infection  



WHO STRATEGY FOR VIRAL HEPATITIS 
ELIMINATION 






